- ; os 
- 


Mt * 


2 f | 


* x" 
e 
x 2 


" n 
9 n 1 
* 


— 


| th 


Tax Lond LooszTn Ties PRISONERS 


| In Project court on Bails >Loxnonz 
Eh on 


Sunday the 3d of July 1737. 


TO THE 


e 


f the late Act of Parliament for IN SOLVENTS; 


+ 
* 
— 


= 


And. publiſh'd at their REQUEST 


_ 
8 2 
4 


— 


By AMES ANDERSON, D.D. 


Printed 5 RI. CHARD Fo K D, at the 4 el over 
on Eg againſt the Compter in the ie Poultry. 
5 NM. DCC. XXXVII. 


Price Sixpence. ) 


* 


: 
44 
q 
: 


44 1 


2 2 
1 
WW 4 2 Ss 


T 0 


The RicuT HoNnouRABLE 


SIR ROBERT WALLPOLE, 
Knight of the Garter. 


SIR, 


wile 1 of ir 
65 lick Affairs is the Envy of 
Vour Enemies, and the Joy 
mn = Friends, and will ſhine in 
Hiftory, Juſtly admir d by unbia/s'd 
Pofterity: Yet Your known Co u- 


© PASSION towards the Diftreſs'd, is 


the Reaſon of this humble Addreſs. 
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DEDICATION 


TAE many Thou ſands throu ghout 
England of poor Inſolvent Priſoners 


for Debt now to be releas'd, ſurely, 


can never forget Your hearty Concur- 
rence, with the other good Members 
of PaRLIAMENT, to bring in the Bill, 
and Your Influence and good Offices 
in carrying it on, till Your Royal 
Maſter, the KING, was graciouſly 


pleas'd to Pas it into a Law. 


Tua God may long preſerve You, 


and reward Your noble F amily with 


laſting Honours, is the hearty Prayer 
of, 


RICHT HONOURABLE SIR, 
Your moſt obliged 


and obed: ent $ ervant, | 


James Anderſon, 


er 


n. 


PSALM cxlvidt7. 


Tu Loxd LoostTai Fir 
PRISONERS. 


HIS and the four following P/alms 
begin and end with HALELUJan, 
or Praiſe ye the Lord, JEnovan, 
Jan! 5 

The Penman is uncertain; tho 
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it is uſually aſcribed to David in his latter Days. 


The Occaſion was the Remembrance of 


God's many gracious Appearances for him, and 


for many Others, in his good Providence. | 
He begins with a general Exhortation to all 
the Church, Praiſe ye the Lord! all of you 


having juſt Cauſe to do it; and He leads the 


Van in the joyful Work, faying, Praiſe the 
Loxp! O my Soul, while J live will T praiſe 
the LokD; I will ng Praiſes unto my God 


while I have any Being! 


Next He ſhews us, That the Object of Prai/e 
is the Object alſo of Truſt and Hope; and there- 


fore the Pfalmiſt diſſuades us from putting our 


Truſt in Princes, or in the Son of Man, but 


only as far as They are the happy Inſtruments 
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(2) 

of God: For of Themſelves They are not able 
to ſave us, in whom there is no Help, without 
the Influence of God ; nor are we ſure of their 
Continuance, for the Son of Man's Breath goes 
forth, He returneth to his Earth ; in that very 
Day 'bis Thoughts periſh, even when we moſtly 
want and expect his Help. 

But we ſhall never be diſappointed in making 
God the Object of our Truſt and Hope: Happy 
is He that hath the God of Jacob for his Help, 
the Almighty, El-Shaddai, God All-Sufficient, 
whoſe Hope is in Jehovah, the Eternal and his 


God in Covenant: Therefore He is worthy of 
being the Object of Praiſe. 


Then the Pfalmiſt accumulates more good 


Reaſons and Motives for Truſting and Hoping 
in Fehovah, and for ſhewing forth his Praiſe, 
vis. JEHOVAH made Heaven and Earth, the 
Sea, and all that therein is He eepeth Truth 
for ever He executeth Fudgment for the O * 
ed He giveth Food to the Hungry T H E 


LORD LoostTH Treg PRisontRs—The 
LoRD openeth the Eyes of the Blind—The LoRD 
raiſeth them who are bowed down—The LORD 


| boveth the Righteous —The Lord preſerveth the 


Strangers — He reheveth the Fatherleſs and Wi- 


do-. But the Way of the Wicked He turns 


upfide down----The LoRD ſhall reign for ever---- 


Even thy God, O Zion, unto all Generations! 
And upon all theſe Accounts 


The Pſalmiſt concludes, as He began, 


HALELUJAH, Praiſe ye Fehovah, and truſt in 
him who is able to perform his Promiſes, and 


faithful to his Word, as appears by *. y various 


and 
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and wonderful Acts of his Providence, to the 
Conviction of all the World. 

One of thoſe Reaſons and Motives for Truſt- 
ing in, and for Praiſing Fehovah, is here in our 
Text, viz. 

Tur LORD LoosETH THe PRISONERS, 
or Thoſe that are bound. 

In handling which, I ſhall enquire 


I. What Sort of Priſoners the Lord looſeth? 

II. Why God permits People to be made 
Priſoners? 

III. How God looſeth the Priſoners? | 

IV. How that great Benefit is to be acknow- 
ledged, by thoſe that are /Jooſed ? 


I. Let us enquire What Sort of Priſoners 
the Lord loſeth ? and the ready Anſwer is, All 
that are looſed of any Sort, owe the Favour to 
the Lord: for ſome of all Sorts are never looſed. 
TR: 

The fallen Angels, or Devils, and ths de- 
parted Souls of wicked Men, their everlaſting 
Aſſociates, are never to be looſed, no not at the 
general Reſurrection; being caſt dron 
10 Hell, and reſerved in everlaſting Jude 6. 
Chains under Darkneſs, unto the Fudg- 


ment of the Great Day, when, as Chained Pri- 


ſoners, They ſhall be broug ht forth to receive 
their Doom! At leaſt we th no Revelation 

of their Deliverance. 
Next many Martyrs and Confeſſors of Re- 
yeald Religion, have been bound, and never 
B Ry looſed, 


(4) 


looſed, till honoured by ſuffering Death for 
the Truth, either in Priſon, or in a publick 
or violent Manner. 

Some audacious Sinners have provoked God 
to with-hold his Grace, and juſtly to doom 
them to their Crimes; and 15 They are never 
looſed from the Chain of their Sins, but are 

perpetual Priſoners to their own Luſts. 

And Others are bound by bodily Diſeaſes 


and Diſtempers, enough to confine them, like 


Priſoners at home, till They die. 
Some Priſoners of State have never been 
 looſed; ; and ſome for High Crimes have died 
either in Gaol, or by the Stroke of Law. 
| Nay ſome Priſoners only for Debt have died 
in Gaol, by the Cruelty of Thoſe ht are In- 
placable, Unmerciful, 

So that the Lord looſeth not All Priſoners ; 


only whatever Sort of Priſoners are looſed, owe it 


wholly to God as the Efficient Cauſe, bp 


are the Miniſters and Inſtruments of their De- 
liverance. Thus 

God has looſed many Confeſſors of the Truth, 
not intending to honour them with the Crown 
of Martyrdom. 

And by the Power of bs Ward and Spirit, 
| God has looſed many Sinners from the Domi- 
nion of their Lisſis in a fincere Converſion, and 


brought them into the Liberty of the Sons of 
God. 


So by bis Bleſſing on wholſome Medicines, f 
God has knock d off the Fetters of moſt power- 


ful Diſtempers, 
And 
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And many State Priſoners, nay, even com- 
mon Criminals, have been deliver'd from the juſt 
Force of human Laws. 

But the Occaſion of this Day, is only to 


ſpeak about Priſoners for Debt, who are now re- 


F joicing before God, for the ſure Proſpect of their 


being looſed from Confinement ſpeedily, and 
of being brought again upon the Stage of the 
World, to the Glory of God who loofeth ſuch 
Priſoners too; and Theſe being ſtrictly under 


our preſent Conſideration, we ſhall enquire 


Il. Why God permits and orders People to be 
thus made Priſoners? s 
E LIP H AZ juſtly fays, Affliction Job v. 6. 

cometh not out of the Duſt, neither doth 
Trouble ſpring out of the Ground, like the Graſs: 


And the Prophet ſays, Shall there be 5 
Evil in a City, and the Lord hath not: Amos iii. 6. 


done it? Not the Evil of Sin, which 
God cannot be the Author of, and is not intended 
by the Prophet ; but the Evil of Puniſhment and 
Chaſtiſement, which belongs to him as the Great 
Lawgiver, the Judge and Governor of the World: 
For his Kingdom ruleth over All; and therefore 
nothing falls out by Chance or Fortune (theſe 
are Heathenith Words, that Reveal'd Religion 
will not endure) but according to his wiſe and 
juſt Providence, who has the Hearts and Hands 
of all Men in his Power, and not an Hair 0 


our Heads falls to the Ground without his leave; 
as Chriſt teſtifies, 


The 


: . 


The Doctrine of the Divine Providence i in 


and over his Creatures, is agreeable to the Na- _ ? 
ture of God, and the Light of Nature, con 

firmed by the Teſtimonies of the wiſeſt Hea- » IK 
thens, and fo amply illuſtrated in holy Scrizp- 
ture, that I need not infiſt upon it; but ſup- © fi 
poſing it as a fixed and fundamental Truth, = 
we muſt in Conſequence believe, that God Who 44 
has infixed upon Mens Minds the Notion of 4 
Right and Wrong, Fuſtice and Injuſtice, has © 
directed human Societies to form Laws for ſe- , T 
curing themſelves and their Properties, and for- b 
the Execution of Juſtice, without which tile E 
Society cannot conſiſt; and the Execution of — 
thoſe Laws, is alſo under the Influence of God 5 1 
in his Providence, for nothing can be Indepen- =. 
dent of him. L 


— 
ka 


So that whoever are the ſecond Cauſes, or 
Means of Impriſonment, every one is bound, 
or legally put into Gaol, by the God of Pro- 
vidence as the Prime Efficient, to whom are 
aſcribed all the Calamities of Mankind in holy 

Scripture, and to whom nothing can be Con- 
tingent. Therefore we enquire _ =_ 

Why, and for what Ends and Purpoſes, God 

orders and permits ſome People to be made Pri- 
ſoners for Debt, while others rove at large, and 
enjoy full Liberty ? 

We cannot pry into the ſecret Purpoſes of 

God, as ZoPHAR ſays to Jos, Canſt 

Ic xi. 2. Thou by ſearching find out God? Canſt 
Thou find out the Almi ghty unto Per- 
fedtion? ? No, it is e for all the Angels 
in 
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many Acts of his Providence to his own ſove- 


in his or7#ten Word, and in the Procedure of 


oz in Heaven: Therefore we muſt often aſcribe 1 


reign Will, his own good Pleaſure. Oh! how 
' unſearchable are his Counſels, and his Ways paſt _— 
finding out! . _ 
> But we certainly know, That He is holy in 
all his Ways, and righteous in all his Works, 
and acts always conſiſtent with himſelf; nay, 
even for the Good of his Creatures, though 
They have not the Wiſdom always to ſee it, 
but for want of due Conſideration, and a full 
Exerciſe of Faith, They are often prone to call 
in Queſtion the Equity of his Providence. 
Thus . 1 ny 
The Pſalmiſt As ApH beholding how the 
Ungodly profper'd in the World, and increas d 
in Riches, while all the Day long he was 
chaſten'd, inconſiderately concludes, 4 
Verily I have cleanſed my Heart in Pal. lxxii. 
vain, and waſh'd my Hands in Inno- 12. 
cence | So the Prophet forgot himſelf — 
too, when He ſaid, Righteous art Jer. xii. 1. 


| 7 hou, O Lord, when I plead with 
Dee; yet let me talk with Thee of thy Fudg- 


ments: WHEREFORE DO THE Wickep | 
PROSPER? | | 

Theſe good Men came to ſee their Weak- 
neſs; and Others may, by ſerious Conſidera- 
tion, and by the Notices of God's Ends and 
Purpoſes for chaſtifing his People, afforded us 


his Providence, in which the holy Scripture is 
daily fulfill'd, | 


Thus 
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(8) 
Thus by duly obſerving God's Word and 
Providence, we ſhall find that God orders and 


per mits People to be bound in Priſon for Debt, 


in order 
1. To humble their former Pride and Glo- 
riation in Proſperity; when with the Laodice- 
ans, they might think and ſay, I am 


Rev. iii. 17. Rich, and increaſed with Goods, and 


have need of Nothing ; and that They 
ſhould never be moved! Nay with Neluehad. 
NeZZar might boaſt, 1s not this Great Babylon 
which I have built? © I have acquired this good 


« Eſtate myſelf, contriv'd the Acquiſition by my 
© own idom, and executed it by my own I1n- 


« duſtry; therefore It is all my Due, all my own 
Merit, &c.” and fo on They went, till neglect- 
ing to aſcribe the Glory to God, They aſſum'd 
it all to themſelves, and infolently deſpiſed 
Others, perhaps far better Men, only becauſe 


They were not fo rich and great. But the 
Omniſcient God, who beholds the ſecret Inſults 


of Mens Hearts, is alſo juſt and righteous; and 
therefore He has in various Turns of Providence 
rebuked their Pride, eſpecially by blaſting their 
Subſtance, and at laſt has confin'd them in 
Gaol, in order to humble their Arrogance ; for 
wherein Men are proud, God will be above 
them. 

2. To chaſtiſe Them for other Sins, eſpe- 
cially for thoſe Sins that more immediately 


were the procuring Cauſes of their Impriiote 
ment; ſuch as 


---- Pradigality 


(9g) 


Prodigality and Profuſeneſs in Living, 
beyond their Ability, without Diſcretion and 
good Oeconomy: for though a good 

Man ſheweth Favour and lendeth, He Palm exii. 
will guide his Affairs with Diſcre- * 


tion, or what his Charity impairs 747. and 


He faves by Prudence in Affairs. Brady. 
The fame Diſcretion, ſurely, is neceſſary in 
a Man's perſonal Expences, and in the Oeco- 


nomy of his Family, that the Contrary Im- 
_ prudent Conduct may not force Him into Pri- 


. 
Others have been /orhful in Buſineſs, and 
have not kept clear Accounts, till their Affairs 


have run into Confuſion ; for a Man whoſe 
_ Count-Book is not well kept, is half broke; as 


much as He who neglects the proper Duty of 


his Calling, however buſy and active in need- 
leſs Diverſions and Amuſements, . or in Exer- 


ciſes either ſinful or unprofitable, that end in a 


„„ | 


----And ſome, not contented with a ſober 


| Competency, have haſten'd to be Great; and 
through the Ambition of a more exalted Station, 
or of a Capacity rather to give than to receive, 


and to make an ample Proviſion for their Heirs, 
have gone into all Sorts of Projects, ſome law- 
ful, ſome unlawful, which after much Charge 
were blaſted: or elſe the Projectors not being 


able to carry on the Undertaking, have been 
drain'd of real Subſtance, and contracted many 
Debts ; till at laſt they fell under legal Profecu- 


tions, and were brought into Gaol, 
G6 "=o Others, 
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( 10 = 
----Others, not affecting Grandeur, have 
haſten'd to be Rich through ſordid Covetuouſneſs, == 
which is Idolatry ; and ſuch will ſtick at no- 
thing for Gain, if They can only eſcape legal 
| Puniſhment, or a juſt Refunding of unlawful 
Earnings: tho They don't always proſper, but 
often meet with heavy Loſſes, for all their Cau- 
tion, till God in his Providence confines them 
to Priſon: for as the Apoſtle ſays, They 
1 Tim. vi. that will be Rich, at any Rate, and 
8 uſe unlawful or finful Means, fall 
into Temptation and a Snare, and into man 
fooliſh: and hurtful Luſts, which drown Men in 
Deſtruction and Perdition : for the Love of 
Money is the Root of all Evil; which while 
ſome coveted after (in the Apoſtle's Time) err'd 
from the Faith, and pierced Themſelves through 
with many Sorrows ! And fo they have done in 
our Time, Thus 
Prodigality, Shath, Ambition and Gel 
nes, and any other sins that more immediately 
tend to a Man's Ruin, are Juſtly puniſh'd by 
Providence in a Gaol. 
3. God ſends People into Priſon, in order 
to prove Them, and to inſtruct Them in many 
Things better in a Priſon than ever before: for 
a Priſon diſpoſeth a Man calmly, ſeriouſly and = 
deliberately to look Inward, and Outward, and 2 
Upward. 
1. To look 3 upon himſelf. Many a 
Man never knew himſelf till brought into Gaol, 
having too good an Opinion of his own dear 
elf, to ſet apart any Time for Seli-Examination : = 
but 
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Luſt (or to the Hardneſs of his Heart) 


(11 


but now He is at Leiſure to take a Review 


* of his paſt fooliſh Conduct with Shame and 


Sorrow; how ſuch a Time He engaged him- 


ſelf for others without any prudent Foreſight 


of the ill Conſequence to himſelf and Family ! 
Such a Time He kept ill Company, that cor- 
rupts good Manners! Such a Time He neg- 
lected plain Duty, and ran into known Sins 
againſt his Conſcience! And how many Times 
He acted raſhly without Fear or Wit, not ſet- 
ting God before him, till God was pro- — 
vok'd to give him up to his own Heart's Pal. Ixxxi. 
12. 
and to walk in his own Counſels ! But whereas 
He was blind before, his Eyes are opened in 
Gaol, to ſee thoſe and other Parts of his paſt 
Conduct, that flow'd from the Perverſeneſs of 
his Heart. 1 5 
2. To look Outward, or to conſider this pre- 
ſent World, and the various Situations and 
Tempers of thoſe that are not in Gaol; for by 


due Conſideration the poor Priſoner can ex- 


perimentally perceive the Worth of Liberty by 
the Want of it, and even to think more happy 


than himſelf, the Meaneſt of the People, who, 


in full Liberty, can go where They pleaſe, 
dealing in their ſeveral Trades without the Fear 
of an Arreſt ; and much more, thinks He, thoſe 
happy that can ſafely ſit under their own Vine 
or Fig-Tree, minding their lawful Calling on 


= Week Days, and attending God's Houſe on 


Lord's-Days with their Family and Neigh- 
bours. Thus the Phſalmiſt, when an Exile in 
2 the 


(12 
the Wilderneſs of Judah (to him as bad as a 
Gaol) while fainting for the Courts of the Lord, 
envy'd the Happineſs of the very 
Pf. Ixxxiv. Sparrows and Swallows, that could 
wh; build their Neſts at the Tabernacle in 
Shiloh near God's Altars; but much more ble/- 
fed are They that divell in God's Houſe, for 'They 
are employed in prailing Zehovab jointly ! while 
the poor Priſoner is debarr'd that Privilege, or 
cannot enjoy it as in former Times of Li- 
berty. 

And thus alſo looking Outward, He 
quickly ponders on the Yanity of the World, | 
the Uncertainty and Tranſitorineſs of Wealth, = 
the Folly of being too eager and painful in bunt= | 
ing after It, and the Duty of fitting looſe to al! 
worldly Proſperity, poſſeſſing as if we poſſeſs d 
not! very neceflary Leſſons, and beſt learn'd in = 

Priſon. 
For He recollects, that . 3 
wealthy Merchants, ingenious Crafiſinen, ſub- 
ſtantial Dealers, and alſo Men of all the learn d 
Faculties, have been in Gao! for Debt; and fo the 
thoughtful Priſoner ſees an End of all ſublunary 
Perfection, an End of Breadth, It cannot ſatisfy ; 
and an End of Length and Duration, It can- 
not laſt: for few Families enjoy it twenty Years, 
without diſmal Interruptions; Wealth takes | 
Wings, and flies often beyond our Reach; 
_ Health "*} Strength, Beauty and Wit, Gran- E 
deur and Eſteem, Sagacity and Learning, muſt 
all fade when God pleaſes; and the All- Per- 
ection of this lower World, having ſtill the 


old 
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( 13 ) 
old Motto, Vanity of Vanities, muſt have an 
d, End. 
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ry  -—-Likewiſe the poor Priſoner too well knows 
1d the horrid Ingratitude and Falſhood of ſome 
in dld Friends, who have been under many Obli- 
„ gations, yet now ſtand aloof, and baſely neg- 
ey © lect to viſit him, though perhaps Importun'd 
ile by many moving Meſſages, which ſuch old 
or Friends ſhould not want: and if They come, 
- They are too prone rather, to add Affliction to 
to the Afflicted, than to ſupport and comfort 
He him. Ob, Ingratitude! 
Id. And he finds alſo by Experience, that a 
thh Friend, a true Friend, is kinder than a Brother 
nt= or the neareſt Relations; for a Man's greateſt 
all Enemies are often Thoſe of his own Houſe and 
Sd Blood, while God gives him Favour in the Eyes 
in of mere Strangers never thought of, who ge- 
naerouſly give an helping Hand to his preſent 
en, Support and future Deliverance; which ought 
1þ- do be held in everlaſting Remembrance. | 
und 3. The Priſoner is alſo diſpos'd to look Up- 
the ward in Meditation towards God and his Pro- 
ary vidence; for now he beholds God in another 
ty; View, even as the holy and juſt Governor of 
an- the World, acknowledging his Equity in or- 
us, dering this Confinement. The Providence of 


: God is now alſo much better underſtood by 
the poor Priſoner, who laying aſide all tower- 
ing Thoughts of his own Worth, can more 
plainly, than before, perceive, that the Race is 
not to the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong, 
nor Wealth to a Man of Underſtanding ; but that 

God, 


(8-3 
God, without Reſpect of Perſons, from his own 
Sovereign Pleaſure and Infinite Wiſdom, will raiſe 
up ſome and depreſs others: God will beſtow 
Wealth upon thoſe that know not how to uſe 
it for valuable Purpoſes, or will not uſe it thro' 
Covetouſneſs ; while He keeps under many a 
virtuous and ingenious Man in ſtraitning Cir- 
cumſtances, and will order him by hard La- 
bour to earn daily Bread, or in the Sweat of 
his Face to keep the Wolf from the Door, if 
poſſible. For all things are of him, and through 
him, and to him; under his Super-Intendency, 
Influence and Government, whoſe Purpoſe ſhall 
and, and He will do all bis Sovereign Plea- 
fare ! 


4. God orders his People to be made Pri- 


ſoners for Debt, in order to encreaſe their Graces, 


eſpecially thoſs moſt wanted in Gaol, ſuch as 
True Repentance and Sorrow for Sit, which 
perhaps the Man had much neglected before, 
like others in flouriſhing Circumſtances ; but 
now in Confinement, He comes to examine 
| himſelf, and forthwith renews it with all Se- 
riouſneſs and true Devotion, from a broken 
and contrite Heart, which God will not de- 
ſpiſe. 


True /aving and juſtifying Faith in the 
Lord JESUS CHRIST, our only Mediator and 


Advocate, is now encreas'd : for the believing 
Priſoner knows, that tho He can get no Surety 
upon Earth, He has a gracious and powerful 
One above, who while on Earth, having 
fu ered, being tempted, is now, in his Exalation, 

able 
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 ouſneſs again. 
ſtrengthens his Faith of Truſt and Reliance upon 
the Bleſſed Saviour, who ever lives to make In- 
tercgſſion for us, and has the Reins of Provi- 
dence in his Hand, till he judge the World. 


( 15) 
Able to ſuccour them that are tempted ; for whoſe 
powerful Merits and Interceſſion, God forgives 
all his Debts and Sins, reſtores his Soul with 
- Comforts, that a Stranger to Chriſt cannot un- 
derſtand, and /zads him in the Paths of Righte- 


This Knowledge excites and 


Faith alſo in God's Promiſe and Provi- 
dence, is now in lively Exerciſe, and the poor 


Priſoner begins more firmly to believe, than 
formerly, that at laſt all Things ſhall work to- 
gether for his Good; that though He falls, He 

Pall ariſe; though He fit in Darkneſs, the Lord 
 eoill be his Light and Support, and in his own 

due Time, will encompaſs him about with Songs 
of Deliverance; becauſe God is faithful to his 

Word, and able to perform it. 


----Nay, with the Apoſtle, not 


only ſo; but we glory in Tribulation Rom. v. 3. 
| alſo; knowing that Tribulation worketh 


Patience, and Patience worketh E xperi ence; and 


Experience worketh Hope, and Hope maketh not 
aſhamed, &c. A Priſon is a proper Place for 
Patience, Experience and Hope, and in which 
They are duly exerciſed by a true Believer. 


 ====Refignation allo to the Will of Providence 


is here beſt learn'd; for when a Man's proud 


_ = Spirit is duly humbled in Gaol, He is no more 


like a Bulkck unaccuſtomed to the Yoke, as for- 


merly ; but like a weaned Child, He entirely 
ſubmits 


2 


3 


* { 
l 
4 5 
*. ' 
1 29 

* 

* ti 
+ +38 

7 4 
Ds , 

x 

5 + 1 

* + 
Web [ 

x8 y 
XA» 2 
Wits . 

a : x 

% 

* ö 
* 

3 
17 

. 

x : 

- 8 1 
3X , 

8 N 

ts 
Fs 5 | 

Aj * 

* 9 N 
1 

We” 
1 1 * 

1 8 / 
> x 

* i | 

_ , 
1 | 
= } 

5 = = 
1 1 
_ 

* 

1 
1 
> 4 

5. $1 1 
bu 4 
"4 4, 

* f | 
1-8 {A 
5 þ 
8 4 : 

4) [4 

Ns 
= LE 
8 ' 
= i 1 
1 . N 

. Z 

5 . 
= . vi : 

. 1 1 

. 127 : 

17 327 

3 ( / 

3 7 

3 * 

. 4 

1 +5 
* 

Iv 1 
. 9 
* 1 
2 p 

2's 
1 Tz 
k N 
* 7 
45. 
[4 
9 4 - 
Wah 
2 £ N 

4 ” wn # 
ty - 1 U 
} » . ; 
* #. * 

8 5 ! 

. "1 

g 7 1 

5 : 
K : ; 

99 - 
- o 
1 
« $2 
F * + , 
: 1-1. 
Y 3 + 
ak ww <4 1 
* * Ly 
* 
22 1 t 
| 8 T7 1 
ö „ 
By: 
! 2 ' 
F 
[ ay TY : 
F 
„ TY 
2 * +3 
[ . 
8 "7 i . 
5 | 
" Fa, * 4 
V . 
. 3 v 1 
0 4 
1 
g b% 
N 11 
4 #; 
_ 
85 
+ 
$2 
1 F 
Þ W744 4 » 
4 2 
Iz 
| F- 
: XZ ” 7 
. 
1 * _ . 
q 1* | 
1 * 1 
* 1B U 
PO 
1 
7 


r . N 
e A 
me on Sc 
- begs, 


%., 
. * 


(616 
ſubmits his Will to the Will of God, ſaying to 
God from a ſincere Heart, Not my Will, but 
thine be done! Tl ſtay here ſubmiſſive while 
God thinks fit to keep me in Confinement, 
and till He has prepared me for a Deliverance, 
Thus the believing Priſoner enjoys the ſweet 
Serenity of Chriſtian Reſignation, which the moſt 
Eminent of the Heathens were Strangers to; 


for their Stoical Apathy, or a being diveſted of 


Paſſions, was mere Hypocriſy, and alſo imprac- 


ticable by human Nature; and They only ar- 
rivd at an obſtinate Stupidity that ſcorned to 
be rebuk'd by Providence, which often pro- 


duced cowardly Self-Murder ; ; They chuſing 
Iniquity rather than Affliction: whereas a true 
_ Chriſtian's Reſgnation, being a true filial Sub- 


miſſion to the Will of his heavenly Father, 


makes him poſſeſs his Soul in Patience under 


all Afflictions, and in the Way of Duty, chear- 
fully to wait for God's Deliverance in his own 
appointed Time and Way, faying with the 
P/almiſt, Thou who haſt ſhewed me great 
Plal. bei. and fore Troubles, ſhalt quicken me 
1 0 again, and ſhalt bring me up again 
from the Depths of the Earth ! 
p. To draw forth the Priſoner's Heart in 
Prayer, is he brought into Gaol; where He 
learns to pray better than formerly, more fre- 
quently, more fluently, and more fervently; 


nay, even with JacoB at Penuel, to wreſtle 


with God in ſtrong, importunate Prayer, where 


he wept and made Supplication ; He laid hold 


on God, and would not let him go, until Gd 


69 


blefſed him; until like a Prince Ia cob 


. prevail d with God in Prayer, and Gen. xxxii. , 
ſo with Men He did alto prevail. 


This is recorded for the Comfort of the Af- 
flicted in all Ages, and to encourage them to 
pray; eſpecially, that their gracious God con- 
tends not with his Priſoners in his great Power, 


but allows penitent Believers to come to his 
Throne of Grace, and with Aſſurance of Faith, 


to plead their Cauſe before him, and fill their 


Mouths with Arguments, in and through our 


Great High-Prieſt that is paſſed thro 

the Heavens, JtsUs the SON of GOD: Heb. iv. 
or we have not an High-Prieſt, who Lys 3s 

cannot be touched with the Feeling of our Infir- 

mities----Let us therefore come boldly unto the 


Throne of Grace, that wwe may obtain Mercy, 


and find Grace to help in Time of need ! 


Perhaps the Man in his Proſperity neglected 


Prayer, or perform'd it poorly, in a careleſs 
Manner, only from Cuſtom : but now in Pri- 


ſon, his Heart indites Prayer; and fo his Tongue 
is as the Pen of a ready Writer; till Prayer be- 
comes eaſy and pleaſant, his beſt Cordial, the 


Means of his Converſing with the God of Hea- 


ven, and of deriving thence all needful Supplies. 
Thus King MAN Ass EH, who had a pious Edu- 


cation, departed from it, and neglected divine 
Service, nay, even turn'd an Idolater and Per- 


ſecutor, till he was catch'd in the Toils, and ſent 


in Chains to Babylon; but there in Prijo» He 
learn'd to pray fervently and effectually. 
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6. To manifeſt bis Love, God ſometimes finds 
his People into Gaol ; where they have often 
receiv'd more joyful Intimations of the Love 
of God and Chriſt, than in all their Life before. 
Indeed ſome look upon outward Proſperity as 
a conſtant Mark of the divine Favour, not con- 
ſidering that ſometimes It is a real Curſe, and 
not underſtanding the Tenor of God's Cove- 
nant with the Church, wherein He has con- 
tracted, that F his People break his 
Pf. Iexxix. Lows, He will viſit their Tranſsreſ- 
c de fon with tho Rod, and their Iniquities 
ith Stripes; though He will not render his 
Covenant void, nor alter his gracious Purpoſe. 
Such Folks have forgotten the Exhortation 
which ſpeaks unto Chriſtians as Children, vis. 
My Son, deſpiſe not Thou the Chaften- 
—_ xi. 5, ing of the Lord, nor faint when Thou 
art rebukedof him: : for whom the Lord 
loveth, He chafteneth, and ſcourgeth every Son 
obom He receivetb. If you endure Chaſtening, 
God dealeth with you as with Sons ; for what Son 
zs He whom the Father chaſteneth not? But if 
you be without Chaſtiſement, whereof all are Par- 
takers, then are ve Baſtards and not Sons ! 
But the believing Priſoner often receives the 
full Evidence of his Adoption alſo in his own 
Heart, even the Te/timony of God's Spirit wit- 
 neſjing it, not without, but with his own Spirit; 
and then the Peace of God that paſſeth all Un- 
derſtanding keeps his Heart, that now overflows - 
with Joy; and ſo giving his Fears to the Wind, 
He has Reaſon to call the Gaol, Ir Hovan 
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IIR AN, the Lon D will provide! bleſſing God 
for ſending him thither, in order to evidence 
his ſpecial and diſtinguiſhing Love, and for not 
condemning him when falſly judged by Men, 
either ignorant, or malicious. 

7. To cure Them of ſpiritual Maladies, or 
to reform Them, and ſo to prepare Them for 
a Deliverance: for a Priſon is like an Hoſpital 
to heal their Souls of Sin, and like a Purgatory 
and Laboratory, the gracious End of God be- 
ing to purify his People there, like Gold in the 
Furnace, of all their Drots, and to cure Them 
of perverſe Diſpoſitions, evil Habits, their Prone- 
neſs to backſlide and to leave oft Watching, their 
Eaſineſs to be overcome, eſpecially by the Sin 


that more eajily beſets them 5 whereby They have 
too often turn'd again to Folly, after God has 


ſpoke Peace to them. Theſe and other Soul- 
Diſeaſes are often cured in, a Priſon, God's 
Spirit working with the Means; till the poor 
Priſoner will be ready to ſay with the P/al- 


miſt, It is Good for me that ] have 


been affiifted, that I might learn thy Pſalm exix. 
Statutes : For before I was afflifted, I ** 5 
went aſtray; but now have I kept thy Word ! 
Indeed no Chaſtening for the preſent is joyous 
but grievous ; nevertheleſs afterwards, 
It yieldeth the peaceable Fruit of Righ- Heb. xii, 
teouſneſs unto Them that are duly ex- 
erciſed thereby |! 

Now when God has thus prepar'd People in 
Priſon for a Deliverance, He ſpeaks to them, 
as to his antient People, by the Prophet: 

" # Wh For 


( 20 
For thus ſaith the high and lofty One 
that inhaviteth Eternity, whoſe Name _ BY. 
7s Holy, I dwell in the high and holy a 
Place; with him alſo that is of a contrite and hum- 
ble Spirit, to revive the Spirit of the humble, 
and to revive the Heart of the contrite Ones. 
For I will not contend for ever, neither will J 
be always Wroth ; for the Spirit would fail be- 
fore me, und the Souls that I have made. For the 
Iniquity of his Covetouſneſs was I wroth, and 
ſinote him; I hid me, and was wroth, and He 
vent on frowardly in the Way of his Heart. T 
have ſeen his Ways, and will heal him; I will 
lead him alſo, and reſtore Comforts unto him, and 
to his Mourners ; or thoſe that mourn by ſym- 
pathy with him! 

Theſe are ſome of God's Ends and Purpoſes 


in permitting and ordering People to be made 


Priſoners for Debt! Oh, how happy were 


They all, if They would conform Themſelves 
to theſe gracious Intentions of God! But, alas, 
too many of them are thoughtleſs, indolent 
Creatures, They regard not the Works of the Lord, 
nor confi der the Operations of his Providence; 
but rather grow worſe and worſe in Gaol, and 


never examining Themſelves, They turn not 


wnto him that ſinites them, neither do They ſeek 
the Lord of Hoſts ! Yet God waits to be gra- 
cious, and for the ſake of his Remnant, he ſome- 
times looſeth the Bulk of Priſoners, All toge- 
ther, And o we thall next enquire 


III. How bd. 
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III. How the Lord looſeth the Priſoners ? 
He that bound them muſt alſo looſe them, 


the Prime Efficient both of Binding and Loo- 


ing, the GRAND Warpen of All Priſons, 


the Governor of the World, and the Over- 
Ruler of Mens Hearts and Actions. If This 
was more firmly believ d, many Errors, both 


in Judgment and Practice, would be prevent- 
ed that both Debtors and Creditors inconſider- 
ately run into. 8 

For the poor Priſoners are often more afraid 
than hurt, or than needs muſt, and too prone 
to give over Hope, eſpecially after long Con- 


: finement, as if They were for ever abandon'd 
of God; becauſe They have no viſible Way 


of Deliverance, and They are apt to 
rave with the P/alm/t, faying, Will Pfal Ixxvii. 
the Lord caſt off for ever? and will “ © 


he be favourable no more? Is his Mercy clean 


gone for even? Doth his Promiſe fail for ever- 


more? Has God forgotten to be gracious? Has 


He in Anger ſhut up his tender Mercies? Till 
the Priſoner, with the P/almi/t, upon Recol- 
lection, comes to himſelf, and penitently ſays, 
This is my Infirmity! J ſaid it in my Haſte! 

And ſome rigid Creditors, that will not part 
with the utmoſt Farthing, are too much diſ- 
pos d to triumph in the Calamity of Debtors, 
hoping to fatiate Themſelves in their perpetual 


Impriſonment, their Rotting in a Gaol; as if 
God never looſed the Priſoners, or had no 


Concernment with Them. — 
But 
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But Both are to blame, not duly regarding 
the Providence of God, nor his Promiſes made 
to poor Worn > for has he not ſaid, 


Pfal. cii. le will regard the Prayer of the De- 


17, &c. fritute, and not deſpiſe their Prayer, 


when coming from unteigned Lips, however 
deſpicable They are in their own Eyes, or in 
the Judgment of others: He ooketh down from 
the Height of his Sanctuary, from Heaven does 


Febovab behold the Barth, for the Adminiſtra- 


tion of his good and wiſe Providence, but par- 
ticularly 7o bear the Groaning of the Priſoner f 
Nay, the fame As Ap H prays, Let 


Phal. Ixxix. the Srghing of the Priſoner come before 


11. 


Thee, according to the Greatneſs of /hy 
Power ! 

Indecd we are not told what Deſtitute, what 
Priſoners are there intended; but the Words 
being expreſs'd in general, the poor deſtitute 


Priſoners jor Debt may warrantably lead theſe 


Promiſes, and with reſpect to Them, the Pro- 


mi ſes SY been often fulfill'd. "Far 


1. God has ſometimes graciouſly heard the 


Sighing and Groaning of the Priſoner, fo as to 


inable him, by unforeſeen and unexpected Turns 
of Providence, to pay the utmoſt Farthing, and 
to demand his Diſcharge and Deliverance by 
Law; to the happy Diſappointment of the Pri- 


 foner's Fears, to the Baffling of his Adverſary's 
Triumph, and to the Glory of God's manifold 


Wiſdom and Grace in his Providence, But 
This is not a common Caſe, | 


Ft Sometimes 
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2. Sometimes God has influenced the hardeſt 


Hearts of Creditors to drop Revenge and {/l- 


Nature, and to coinmiſerate the deplorable Caſe 
of the poor Priſoner, and his wretched Family: 
and fo the Creditors, not knowing what Evil 


may be upon the Earth, but well knowing that 
2 @ Priſon pays no Debt, have generouſly loos'd 


him, as the Inſtruments of God; nay, even 


have aſſiſted him to begin the World again, or 


to enter upon Buſineſs afreſh, perhaps as an 
Atonement for putting him in Gaol. But let 
the Creditor's Motive, in this Caſe, be what 


It will, The Thing is very good, and a very 


uncommon Favour, which the Pr:/oner ſhould 


be always ready to own, to the Glory of God, 


and the Honour of his Creditors, 


3. God has rais'd good Friends, kind and ge- 


nerous, to commiſerate the Inſolvency of the 


oor Priſoner, and to inable him either to pay 


the whole Debt, or ſuch a Part of it as ſhall 


* A 
KY 
. 
2 rn 2 
> 
? 
* 
2 
5 
FI 
N 
„ 
: N 
. CEN 
FN, 
8 7 
. 
4 TEM 
r 
FEY 
IO 
8 Dy ky Y 
de ix 0 2 
12 
. 
ft SEE 
my 1 
i 
ASS 
us 


fatisfy thoſe Creditors, who will wiſely accept 


of ſomething rather than loſe the whole. This 
extraordinary Favour ſhould never be forgot by 


the Priſoner thus looſed ; eſpecially, if thoſe 
Friends have been formerly mere Strangers, or 
at leaſt under no previous Obligations to the 
Priſoner. SETAE 1 Ho 
4. But God ſhews his Influence farther over 
Mens Hearts, in diſpoſing ſometimes a good 
Man, very privately to relieve Inſolvents from 
Gaol without their Knowledge, not letting the 
Gaok-Keeper, nor the Priſoner, nor the Creditors, 
nor 


„ =z 
nor their Intimates, nor any other Perſon con- 
cern'd with them, know his Name, or Characte, 
or Place of Abode. Such a generous. and moſt 
charitable Perſon ſeeks not the Applauſe of 
Men: but God that fees him in Secret, will 
reward him, either in Time by a Bleſſing ON 
his Subſtance or Offspring, or openly in the Day 
of Judgment, before the whole World, to his 
everlaſting Honour and Happineſs, by the Mouth 
of Feſus Chriſt the univerſal Judge! 

. God has inclined Men to bequeath in their 
laſt W ills, certain Sums for loofing Inſofvent 
Priſoners, as lately was done by SAMUEL. 

 Wxricuar, Eſq; in his laſt Will faithfully 
executed by his honeſt Executors. 
6. Sometimes Priſons have been opened, and 
the Priſoners looſed, by Riots, Tumults, Rebel- 
lions and the Confuſion of Wars. But though 
this is an extraordinary Caſe, not to be wiſh'd 
for, yet It is under the Conduct of the over- 
ruling Providence of God, who out of ſuch 
Evils or Diſorders, often brings Good to par- 
ticular Perſons. 

And God alſo thinks fit to looſe the Pri- 
* by Influencing the Hearts of KING and 
PARLIAMENT, to paſs an At for Inſolvents, 
according to hots Wiſdom and Goodneſs, of 
which we are the happy Witneſſes this Day. 

I know not if any other Country but ours, 

for ever detains Priſoners for Debt by the Force 

of Law, until they have fatisfy'd all their Credi- 7 
tors. Indeed our Lord intimates ; © 
v. 26. That in hi Time, one e caft into Priſon, 
did, 0 
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jon, 


did, 


con- , did, by no Means, come out thence, till He | 
ater, bad paid the utmoſt Farthing ! And yet theſe 
moſt Words are not preceptive, but only expreſſive 
ſe of of the Rzgour of the Law, that allows of no 
will _ Abatement or Compoſition, ſtrictly demands 
g on the utmoſt Farthing, and regards not any Inca- 
> Day pacity as à Reaſon or Motive for the Diſcharge 
o his of the Priſoner; for /{r:6} Law is a ſtubborn 
Louth and poſitive Thing. But thoſe Words of Chriſt, 
forbid not the Compaſſion of Creditors towards 
their the Priſoner, nor bar the Goodneſs of the Le- 
Went g1/lators of a Country from ſoftening the Rigour 
JEL of the Law, and from checking the Severity of 
fully ſome Creditors by a compaſſionate Law in behalf 
| of Inſolvents; in order to prevent the many 
and doleful Effects of perpetual Impriſonment for 
ebel- Debt, accruing to the Priſoner and his Family, 
ough which is detrimental to the Commonwealth, 
7iſh'd and of no Advantage to the Creditors. 7 5 
over- Indeed It were to be wiſh'd, that ſuch a 
ſuch compaſſionate Law was made perpetual, upon 
par- the Debtor's delivering up his All, with ſuch 
Limitations and Proviſo's as the Legiſlators ſhall 
Pri. judge proper; and ſome think This would be 
and alſo beſt for the Creditors, who then would be 
zents, ure of ſomething that now muſt be ſhent in 
8, of Gaol by the hopeleſs Priſoner. But till That is 
ay. done by the divine Influence in the Hearts of the 
ours, Legiſlators, Infolvent Priſoners at preſent ought 
oOrce to be very thankful for this Occaſional and 
edi. Temporary A& of Grace: Which leads us to 
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IV. How this great Benefit ſhould be acknow- 
tedged by the Prifoners now to be loo? 
Gratitude is a Virtue prais'd by all Mankind 
in all Ages, though alas! practis'd only by 
a few: and Ingratitiude is a Vice reprov'd by 
all Men as the worſt of Characters, though alas! 
avoided only by a few: ſuch is the woful De- 
gencracy of Human Nature, that though Men 
know their heavenly Maſter's Will, They do it 
not! And This abominable Vice having, like a 
Plague, infected the far greater Part of Man- 
kind, They now want Precept upon Precept, 
repeated Exhortations to deteſt and avoid It. 
The Story of the Grateful Samaritan, ſhews 
It was ſo of old: for when he ſaw that 
2 He awas heal'd, He return'd to Chriſt, 
and with aloud Voice ghrify'd God---- 
And Jesus faid, were there not Ten Lepers 


clansd? But where are the Nine Jews? There 
are not found who return'd God, Thanks, ſave 


this Stranger! 
But I hope there are more than One in Ten 
of the Priſoners whom the Lord is now looſing, 
that will follow the laudable Example of the 
Grateful Samaritan, and will acknowledge this 
great Benefit, as It well becomes Them, 


I. By being thankful for good Uſage while 


under Confinement ; for has not God 


Gen.xxxix. (as in the Caſe of Poſoph given many 
1 75 of them Favour in the Sight of the 


Marden of the Priſon, to grant them the Li- 3 


berty of reſiding at Eaſe in the Rules of the 


Fleet ; . 
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unkind 
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1 alas! 
1] De- 
1 Men 
y do it 
like a 
Man- 
recept, 
| It, 

ſhews 
10 that 
Chriſt, 
6 


Lepers 


There 


» ſave 


n Ten 
Doling, 


of the 


e this 
3 200 are left in Gaol (not being within the Reach 
of this Act) the Priſoners now looſed ſhould 
ſhew their Gratitude to the Lord that looſeth 
= the Priſoners : They want our Prayers and 
good Offices too, according to our future Abi- 


| many | 


of the | 85 
e Li- 
f the 


While 


xt God | 
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7 Fleet; for the Wholſomneſs of the Air; for the 
Preſervation of their Health ; and for the Con- 


veniency of better Converſation, and of being 


viſited by Friends? The Civilities of the Har- 
den and of thoſe under him, require a proper 

* Acknowledgment, and ſhould not be forgot. 
Has not God fed them and clothed them to this 
good Day, to the Diſappointment of their Fears, 
and beyond their Expectations? Has He not 


roſperd ſome of them in the Exerciſe of their 
lawful Callings, even in the Precinct of a Gaol, 


and made others uſeful and fruitful in doing 


Good, that look'd upon Themſelves as wither'd 


Branches? Has not God heard the Sighing and 
Groaning of the Priſoners, by giving them many 
gracious Anſwers of Prayer, ſupporting their 
Hearts with ſpecial Intimations of his Love 
through Chriſt, and raiſing up new Friends, 
even Strangers beyond human Foreſight ? 
_ AMAZING GOD! AMAZ ING PROVIDENCE |! 
*Tis impoſſible to enumerate the many ſpecial 
Acts of his Grack and Goodneſs to his poor 


Priſoners, till he is now encompailing them 
about with Songs of Deliverance. 
2. By commilerating the Situation of thoſe 


lity; for They continue in the Storm, and 
know not when, nor how They ſhall be 
E 2 deliver'd. 


628) 

deliver'd. Jos ſays, To him that is 

Job vi. 14. affiezed, Pity ſhould be ſbewed from 
his Friend; eſpecially, if that Friend 

has been in the fine afflicded Situation.; and 
we ought to mourn with Them that mourn, as 
well as to rejoice with them that rejoice : for 


this Humanity and Sympathy with and towards 


Priſoners, is reckon'd by our Saviour among the 
Eulogies of the Righteous in the Day of the ge- 

neral Judgment ; when the King ſhall 
Mat. xv. fay unto them, Come, ye bleſſed of my 
34, Le. Pather, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you from the Foundation of the World; For 
{ was IN PRISON AND YE CAME UNTO 
ME! and when the Righteous ſhall decline all 
Merit but That of Chriſt, ſaying, Lord her: 
ſau we Thee in PxIsON, and came unto Thee? 
_ The King ſhall anſwer, V erily T jay unto you, 
Inaſinuch as you have done it unto one of the 


Leaſt of theſe my Brethren, when in Priſon, 


you have done it unto me ! 


2; By avoiding thoſe Follies and Sins above- 


mention'd, that more immediately procured 
their former Impriſonment ; as Prodigality and 
Profuſeneſs without Diſcretion or good Oeco- 


nomy, Sloathfulneſs in Buſineſs, Confuſion in 
Trade, finful or unprofitable Exerciſes, Ambi- © 
tion and Covetouſnels, &c. for God will ac- 
cept of it through Chriſt as an Evidence of Ip 
_ Gratitude to him, who, when He ſpeaks Peace 
to People, expects that They ſhould not turn 
again to Folly, A burnt Child dreads the Fire; 


and 
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rom 
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rn, as 
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Wards 
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and as They who have been in Priſon will not 
cChuſe to return thither, ſo in Gratitude to God 


and good Friends, They ſhould carefully avoid 


the Paths of Returning ; duly remembering the 
Words of Chriſt to the Man he had 

© cured at the Pool of Berthe/da, of an John v. 14. 
Infirmity of thirty eight Years ; for 

When afterwards J=sus feund him (not in the 

© Tavern but) in the Temple, He faid unto him, 


Behold Thou art made whole ! fin no more in 
Gratitude to God, and in conſulting thine own 
Intereſt, Jeſt a worſe Thing come unto Thee) 


4. By being Juſt to their old Creditors as 
| ſoon as God has enabled them, not only becauſe 


even this Compaſſionate Law enjoins it, but alſo 
from a Natural Conſcience and a Principle of 


true Religion; for though there was no human 
Law to inforce it, the Obligation of Conſcience 


is everlaſting, and the moſt powerful with all 


honeſt Men, who earneſtly requeſt in Prayer 
the Continuance of Life, and God's Bleſſing on 


their Induſtry for that very End, even that They 
may pay their Fuſt Debts before They die; which 
is one of the greateſt Pleaſures of an honeſt 
Heart! N | 
5. By a grateful Senſe of the Sympathy and 
Kindneſs of good Friends, either ſuch old Friends 


as have not deſerted an old Acquaintance in 
Priſon, or thoſe new Friends whom God rais'd 
up for him, even almoſt to a Miracle! True 
Friends are beſt known in Adverſity, and can- 
not be enough valued and eſteem'd : There- 
fore, at leaſt, the Priſoner looſed ſhould thank 

Gs God 
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God for influencing their Hearts, and ſhould f 


pray for their Welfare in Soul, Body and Cir- 
cumſtances, that They may never want the like 
Friendſhip, but may be ever able rather to give 
than to receive Benefits, and that all the Bleſ- 


ſings entail'd upon a Good Man in Pſalm cxii, 


may ever attend him and his. | 
6. By continuing good Subjects to our gracious 
KING, who encourag'd both Houſes of Parlia- 


ment to prepare the Bill for Injolvent Debtors, 


and readily paſsd It into a Law. Nor is This 


the rt ſuch Act of his preſent Majeſty's Grace 


and Favour to his unfortunate Subjects, having 


done the Lide before, ſince his happy Acceſſion _ 
to his Father's Throne: for He is not like the _ 


_ Cruel TY RANT of Babylon, who 
Iſaiah xiv. made the World as a Wilderneſs, and 


MN open'd not the Houſe of his Priſoners; 
but triumph'd in their Captivity, and kept them 


in the Houſe of Bondage till They died. No, 


our KING, both Juſt and Merciful, has not 
broke in upon the Conſtitution of the King- 
dom, by ſtretching his Royal Prerogative, and 


acting by Sovereign Pleaſure; nor has inter- 


A 


rupted the due Courſe of Law, nor declin'd to 


paſs any Bill into a Law that his Parliament ; 
_ preſented to him for the Good of his People, 


particularly for the Good of the Diſtreſs d, 
who from him have found Relief in Time 


of Need, even many Thouſands in all the i 


Gaols of England, who are now to be looſed, 
and again brought upon the Stage of the World, 


to enjoy Righis and Privileges with their Fellow 


© - od | Therefore 
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Ih herefore, whatever may be ſuggeſted, in- 


2 


5 finuated and mutter'd by fooliſh, Iirtle and Jy- 
110 ing People, ignorant of publick Affairs, utter 
wh Strangers to the Cabinets of Princes, and below 
0 the Notice of a %%% Adminiſtration, impos d 
225 upon, and perhaps ſuborn'd, by the irrecon- 
cx u. Feileable Enemies of the Proteſtant Succeſſion 
to the Crown in the preſent Royal Family, or 
* by other Malecontents, who are inconſiſtent with 
_—_ Themſelves, and can hardly be deſcrib'd; I 
9 hope All Prifoners now to be looſed, will ever 
acknowledge this Great Benefit, by rebuking 
_ and avoiding ſuch abominable Mutterings ; and 
2 8 will gratefully ſhew their Love and Loyalty to 
„% the Kins, by yielding due Subjection to his 
5 good and legal Government, as Examples to 
ns others; praying, that the CROowN may flouriſh 
mn on his Head, and may deſcend to his RO YA. 
298 ISS E zn all future Ages, that He may reign 
ay Jong and proſperous, as the kind and happy 
O, FATHER F a dutiful and affectionate People, 
not the DEFENDER of the Proteſtant-Chrijtian 
S. Far n, ond the DELIVERER of the Op- 
nd preſs'd and Diſtreſs d. 1 
TT © J. By joining with the Phalmiſt here and 
to tube Church of God, in the ſame Chorus of 
mu HALELU jAn, PRATSE YE THE LORD 
le, Porn looſing the Priſoners ! for however grateful 
d, They are to the KING and PARLIAMENT ; 
„do the good Qu rEN and the Royal Family; 
be to Thoſe at the Head of Affairs, and other 
d, good Friends; ſtill their moſt ſublime Praiſes 
W = CEE” belong 


( 32 ) F 

belong to the KinG of KINGS, JEnovan © 

EI-SHAD DAI, the Lord God Almighty, the 
Prime Efficient, who binds and looſeth at his 

Pleaſure, and has in his gracious Providence, 

rais'd thoſe proper Inſtruments of logfing the Pri. : 

ſoners at this Time. Therefore let every Pri- FO 

' foner now to be looſed, acknowledge this great Y 5 

Benefit in ſaying here with the P/almft, Praiſe = | 

the Lord, O my Soul, while I live will J praje Lo 


_ the Lord, I will fing Praiſes to my God while þ 
T have any Being ! not only 1 in their Cloſets and of 


ſecret Devotions, but alſo in family Worſhip, A 

and in ſolemn or publick Aſſemblies for divine : 

Service, every one ſhould join the Church, fay- _ 

ing HALELUJAH, PRAISE YE THE Lokp Te 
who looſeth the Priſoners ! Thus Hezekiah when 53, 

heal'd, went up to the Houſe of the _ * 

2 Kings xx. Lord on the third Day to return Gd 

ta. xxxvii, Thanks publickly, ſaying, the Lord 

20. <vas ready to fave me, therefore we pr 

_ will fing my Songs to the ſtringed In- 


Hruments all the Days of our Life, in the Houſe | 2 
of the Lord ! So every one ſhould now tit 


Pal. levi. ſay with the Fſalmiſt, I will go info all 
* 5G; thy Houſe with Burnt - Offerings, I 
vill pay Thee my Vows, which my Lips habe 
uttered, and my Mouth hath ſpoken when I was ; 
in Trouble-—Bb ed be God, who hath not turned = 
way my Prayer from him, nor his Mercy from 1 jo 
Vet this Thankſziving, if genuine, conſiſts an 
not in Words Gel 1 God ſays, My Son, F , al 

give | 


Vayn 


the 


t his 


ence, 
Pri. 
Pri. 


Treat 


raiſe 


brafe 
ohile 
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Live me thy Heart! thy whole Heart: and ſo 
be Hind let loofe, or the Priſoner loojed, will not 
only give goodly Words, but will even excite 
* bis Soul and all that is within him, all his 
Powers and Faculties, in the high Praiſes of 
his God; and will alſo endeavour to manifeſt 
the Sincerity of his Heart by his future Lyfe 
and Converſation, living in the Exerciſe of daily 


Repentance towards Gop, and of Faith in the 
Lo RD JESUS CHRIST; and by the Aids 


of the HoLY SPIRIT of Grace, He will 


ſtudy to avoid all Sin, and to perform all Duty; 
nay, by his good Example and Exhortation, 
He will alſo: excite others to praiſe 


| God, ſaying, Come and hear, all ye Pal. Ixvi. 
that fear God; and Twill declare what 
be hath done for my Soul! 


Indeed This is the moſt acceptable Way of 
praiſing God, and will evidence to the looſed 
Priſoner's Comfort, that through Grace, He has 


comply'd with the kind Purpoſes of God above- 


a,” 


mention'd in ſending him to Gaol, and will in- 


title him to the Promiſes of God, which are 
all entail'd upon thoſe that walk uprightly, and 


not upon the mere nominal Chriſtian, who has 


4 


much of God's Praiſe in his Mouth, but little 
-M in his Heart and Life. . 


Nay, if the Priſoners looſed perſevere in this 


i joyful Work, They ſhall not only have much 


＋ *. 
2 2 
5 I 


Cauſe of praiſing God for ſending them to Gaol, 


; and for looſing and delivering them; but ſhall 
> alſo find their latter Days to be their Set Days 


F in 


C7 
in all Reſpects, and Themſelves gradually pre- 
par'd for the Halelujahs of Heaven, where there 
is no Sin, no Sorrow, no Arreſt, no Priſon, 
but eternal Glory and Happineſs, Fullneſs of 
Joy and Pleaſures for Evermore in the Pre- 
ſence of God and Feſus Immanuel, and where 
They ſhall join the Church Triumphant, in 
uninterrapted and Everlaſting HAL ELuJjans 
To THE LORD WHO LoOSETAH THE 
PRISONERS! 


May God grant it, and to the FAT HER, 
ahe Worn, and the SPIRIT, the one 
Eternal God and our God, be ever 5 
aſcrib'd the Kingdom, Power and Praiſe, F 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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poet 19. Line 1. for Jinan read Jinn, p. 32. I. 9. Ha 
for praſe read praiſe. — 


Art 


Part of P SAL M cxxv.. 


In War rss Paraphraſe. 
1 


I LL praiſe my Maker with my Breath; 


And when my Voice is loſt in Death, 
Praiſe ſhall employ my nobler Powers; 


My Days of Praiſe ſhall ne'er be paſt 
While Life, and Thought, and Being laſt. 


Or Immortality endures. - 


II. 
Happy the Man whoſe Hopes rely 


| On Iſrael's God! He made the Sky, 


And Earth, and Seas, with all their Train! 


E ; His Truth for ever ſtands ſecure, 
| 5 He ſaves th Oppreſt, He feeds the Poor! 


And none ſhall find his Promiſe vain. 
III. The 


(36) 
do, II, 


The Lox D has Eyes to give the Blind, 
"he LORD ſupports the ſinking Mind, F 


8 He ſends the labouring Conſcience Peace 
He helps the Stranger in Diſtreſ, 
The Widew and the Patherleſ 
And grants the PRISONER ſweet Rel, 


| — 7.550. 6 fol Men kvpalnP. 
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